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MUSIC REVIEW

By Esther Callens
“Dream On”

Renegade For Peace And Justice: Con-
gresswoman Barbara Lee Speaks For Me is
the title of the most profound autobiogra-
phy there is. Congresswoman Lee’s life is an
example to all-you can accomplish, you can
stand. It is wonderful.

Congresswoman Lee’s Young life was
not easy. Although she lived in various states
and got to experience some of the best life
had to offer, she also had to endure some
hardships. Domestic violence is no stranger
to members of her family.

By the age of twenty, she had been
married and divorced. She was a single
mother of two young boys and she was liv-
ing on public assistance. She eventually got
a house with a HUD mortgage loan. She
also went to college by way of a scholarship,
financial aid and the work-study program.
One would think her struggles stopped
there but they did not.

In 1992 when Lee was elected to the
California Assembly, Gov. Pete Wilson
wanted to cut welfare benefits by twenty-
five percent but Lee retaliated, as she knew
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first hand the obstacles a mother faces try-
ing to feed her child. Then on September
14, 2001 when Congress voted unanimously
to give President Bush authority to assail
an unnamed enemy for an undetermined
time frame Congresswoman Lee stood solo
against this. She knew this was not good
for our nation. While some lauded her ef-
forts, other wanted her dead-but yet she
still stood.

Congresswoman Barbara Lee has been
representing California’s ninth district
since 1999. In the past, she has served in the
California State Assembly and State Senate.
She is committed to HIV/AIDS awareness,
treatment and the fight to stop this terrible
disease. It is her aim to eliminate poverty
and protect the society’s vulnerable. She is
the Co-Chair of the Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus. In 2005 she was a Nobel Peace
Prize nominee.

Congresswoman Lee—a woman of God
commissioned to serve.

Whats Happening at. Talladeqa Superspeedway i cuen oer.

Interested in
MOTORSPORTS?

with Gwen DeRu

Talladega Superspeedway received the Community Service Award
from the Greater Talladega Area Chamber of Commerce today during
the Chamber’s annual banquet and awards ceremony. The Community
Service Award recognizes businesses for their contributions to the com-
munity and betterment of the Talladega area.

“We are very honored to be recognized by the Greater Talladega
Area Chamber of Commerce with the Community Service Award,” said
Talladega Superspeedway President Rick Humphrey. “Awards like this
carry a special meaning because they are voted on by your peers and
fellow business leaders. We look forward to carrying on our tradition of

Talladega Superspeedway honored by Greater Talladega Area
Chamber of Commerce with Community Service Award

Talladega Superspeedway and the
motorsports industry have been interested in
more opportunities with minorities.
Mergers, agreements, and partnerships of all
kinds are made every day, somewhere.

If you are interested in opportunities with
Talladega Superspeedway, contact Gwen
DeRu, Vice President of The Lewis Group, Inc.

community involvement in 2009 and beyond.”

This is the second year in a row the superspeedway has been hon-
ored during the banquet. In 2008, Talladega Superspeedway was pre-
sented with the Large Business of the Year award.

In 2009, Talladega Superspeedway proudly celebrates forty years
of the most competitive racing in NASCAR. While the track has seen
changes made to the cars that circle its high-banks, the surface that they
race on and the grandstands that thousands of fans fill twice a year, one
constant remains - Talladega Superspeedway is authentic NASCAR rac-
ing at its finest.

at (205) 251-1666 or email thelewisgroup@
birminghamtimes.com.

Race fans should
make plans now to
experience part of
Talladega’s history in 2009 during the triple-header, Aaron’s Dream
Weekend, April 24-26, featuring the ARCA RE/MAX Series, the NAS-
CAR Nationwide Series and the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series. For tickets,
visit www.talladegasuperspeedway.com or call 1-877-Go2-DEGA. For our
hearing impaired guests, please call TDD 1-866-ISC-TRAK (1-866-472-
8725). Tickets also are available in person by visiting the Talladega Su-
perspeedway Ticket Office from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. CDT, Monday- Friday.

Eight SWAC players eam SBN All-America Honors

Jackson State LB Speaks, Prairie View A&M HC Frazier earn national accolades

BIRMINGHAM - Jackson State LB Marcellus Speaks and Prairie
View A&M head coach Henry Frazier headline the Southwestern Ath-
letic Conference honorees on the 2008 Sheridan Broadcasting Network
Sports Black College All-American football team.

Speaks, one of eight SWAC players to earn All-America honors, was
also named as the SBN Sports/Mel Blount Defensive Player of the Year.
Frazier was named as the SBN Sports/Eddie Robinson Coach of the
Year.

Joining Speaks on the defensive team
were Jackson State teammates DL Marcus Be-
nard and CB Domonique Johnson. The 2008
HBCU National Champion Grambling State
Tigers were represented by DL Melvin Matthews and DB Jeffery Jack.

Offensively, SWAC filled both WR positions with Texas Southern’s
William Osbourne and Southern’s Juamorris Stewart. PK Jeremy Licea
of Alabama A&M rounds out the SWAC'’s “Elite Eight” on the All-Amer-
ica team.

Speaks is the reigning Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC)
Defensive Player of the Year. He led the conference with 122 tackles

SHOP TALK from page B3

again, restore, to take up once
more, resume, to arrange for the
extension of. Renewal is a matter
of perception, as I stated earlier in
this article that shop talk in Janu-

ary has always been stressful and
scary to me. As this segment of
Barbershop Talk was going into
it’s final stages, I knew that it was
stress and fear time. The discus-
sion got into jobs lost, homes
lost, banks closed, prices up, and

no end in sight. I think that our
elders had it right all along when
they said, “There is nothing new
under the sun.”

So all that we can do is renew,
and follow through.

I would appreciate any com-

ments or questions that you have.
My address is Pete Stone’s Style
Shop, 324 16th Street North, Bir-
mingham, AL 35203. Telephone:
(205) 252-2508; Hours of opera-
tion: Fridays 4-8 p.m. Saturdays 9
am.-7p.m.

VEREEN from page B3

ed him to fame. It was his role
in Pippin that garnered him
both the Tony Award and the
Drama Desk Award for “Best
Actor in a Musical.”

Vereen’s acting credits
include his venerable role

of Chicken George in Alex
Haley’s Roots. Recent roles
include an award winning
performance on ABC’s Grey’s
Anatomy, NBC’s Law and Or-
der: Criminal Intent and ap-
pearances on The View and
Your Mama Don’t Dance.

Just last week, Vereen was

nominated for an NAACP Im-
age award for his performance
in the Hallmark movie An Ac-
cidental Friendship. He also
performed at the Presidential
Inauguration.

Ticket prices for the con-
cert start at $25. Group rates
and Student Rush seating is

available. To purchase tickets
or for additional information,
contact the Alabama Sym-
phony Orchestra Box Office
at (205) 251-7727, or visit the
ASO Web site at www.alabam-
asymphony.org.

BOONDOCKS from page B1

a series on the Cartoon Net-
work.

Other  Black  History
Month events at UAB will in-
clude a screening of the 2008
Tyler Perry film “The Family
That Preys” at 7 p.m. Friday,
Feb. 13, at the Hill University
Center, Alumni Auditorium,
1400 University Blvd. The
event is free and open to the
public. Call 205-934-8225 for
details.

On Saturday, Feb. 14, the
ASC Kids’ Club will present “A
Celebration of Black History
Month,” 10 a.m. and 11:30
a.m., presented by the Alys
Stephens Center, 1200 10th
Ave. S., Birmingham. Local
performers and teachers Ali-

cia Johnson-Reed and Quin-
ton Cockrell will create and
direct this exciting program
along with talented children
from the Alys Stephens Cen-
ter’s own theatrical camps and
drama programs. The celebra-
tion will include live music,
spoken word and many fun
surprises. Tickets are $7. The
event is part of the ASC Kids’
Club Series. Call 205-975-2787
or visit www.AlysStephens.org
for more information.

UAB students will test
their knowledge of Black
history at the Black History
Month Think Fast Trivia Com-
petition, 7 p.m. Monday, Feb.
16, at the UAB Hill University
Center, Great Hall, 1400 Uni-
versity Blvd. The event is free
and open to the public. Call

205-934-8225 for details.

The UAB Foreign Film
Series will present the film
“Guelwaar” at 8 p.m., Tuesday,
Feb. 17, at the UAB Mary Culp
Hulsey Recital Hall, 950 13th
St. S. The event is free and
open to the public. For more
details, call 205-934-4652.

In this drama/comedy
from Senegal, Pierre Henri
Thioune - called Guelwaar,
the Noble One - a political
activist and pillar of the local
Christian community, dies mys-
teriously. What is even more
mysterious is his disappear-
ance after his death. To the
horror of his fellow Christians,
they discover that Guelwaar’s
body was misidentified and
mistakenly buried in a Muslim
cemetery. The mix-up results

in family conflicts, religious
battles and bureaucratic red
tape, leading to a tense stand-
off at the grave site. Ousmane
Sembéne directed “Guelwaar.”
The film is in Wolof with Eng-
lish subtitles. Running time: 1
hour, 55 minutes.

while recording five sacks, one interception and three forced fumbles.
The senior from Jackson, Mississippi also helped lead his team to the
SWAC Championship game for the second consecutive year.

Frazier followed up the Panthers’ first winning season (2007) in
thirty years with their best record (9-1) since 1964. During the 2008
campaign, his team led the Southwestern Athletic Conference in several
statistical categories including scoring offense, scoring defense, total de-

fense and rushing offense.
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CELEBRATION
424-2480

and Educate individuals
and groups on attaining
financial freedom.

Budget Planning, Life Insurance, Retirement Planning, Income Tax Planning,
Investment Stratagies, Long Term Care, Disability Insurance, Mortgage Loans

Mainstream Financial Group

of the South, LLC
Gerald G. Ginwright, CSA, CEP

Member of the MILLION DOLLAR ROUND TABLE (MDRT)

MDRT The Premier Association of
® Financial Professionals®

Call Today For Your Appointment
2429 7th Avenue South, Birmingham, AL 35233
Phone: 205-324-0589 « Fax: 205-250-6745
mainstreamwealthplanners.com

Free group seminars for churches, groups, etc.




